CITY OF NEWARK REGULATIONS (condensed version)
For the full text, see the city’s website

TITLE VI  ANIMALS AND FOWL

6:1-1.    DEFINITIONS.


Dog of licensing age shall mean any dog which has attained the age of seven (7) months or which possesses a set of permanent teeth.


Owner/keeper shall mean any person who shall possess, maintain, house, or harbor any pet or otherwise have custody of, property right to, or care for any pet, whether or not the owner of such pet.


Pet shall mean any domesticated animal, other than a disability assistance animal, kept for amusement or companionship, including but not limited to dogs, cats, hamsters, guinea pigs, and rabbits.


Vicious dog shall mean any dog or dog hybrid declared vicious by a Municipal Court pursuant to Section 6:1-65 and N.J.S. 4:19-22.

6:1-3.    RUNNING AT LARGE PROHIBITED.
[2] 

No person owning, keeping or harboring any dog shall suffer or permit it to run at large upon the public streets or in any public park, public building or any other public place within the City. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-3)

CROSS REFERENCE:  For provision in these Revised General Ordinances treating the running at large of vicious dogs as a nuisance, see Section 16:15.1a., 9.

6:1-4.    CONTROL AND LEASHING OF DOGS IN PUBLIC PLACES. 


No person owning, keeping or harboring any dog shall suffer or permit it to be upon the public streets or in any public place of the City unless such dog is accompanied by a responsible person, and is securely confined and controlled by an adequate leash not more than six (6) feet long. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-4)

6:1-5.    DISEASED DOGS; GENERAL RESTRICTIONS.
[3]

No dog with an infectious or contagious disease shall be brought into the City or be kept within the City except by written permission of the Health Officer of the City. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-5)

CROSS REFERENCE: For provision authorizing immediate destruction of certain diseased dogs when impounded by the City Dog Warden, see Section 6:1-15 of this chapter. See also Section 6:2-1.

6:1-7.    DESTRUCTION OF UN-MUZZLED DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE; PROCLAMATION; APPOINTMENT OF DOG KILLER; RESTRICTIONS.
[5]

a.
The Mayor, with the consent of the Council, may, whenever the public safety may so require, issue a proclamation authorizing the destruction of any dog found running at large in the City without being properly muzzled with a wire muzzle securely fastened about the nose.


b.
Such proclamation shall be published in two (2) daily newspapers published in the City. No dog shall be killed until such publication of the proclamation has been given for one (1) day.


c.
The Governing Body may appoint one (1) or more persons to destroy unmuzzled dogs running at large after the issuance of such proclamation. Any such persons so appointed shall have full power and authority, and they are hereby authorized to destroy any such dogs found running at large. Such proclamation as provided in paragraphs a. and b. of this section shall be a justification to all such persons who may destroy any such dog, found running at large, as aforesaid, during the time the proclamation shall remain in force, unless sooner revoked by the Mayor with the consent of the Council.

6:1-10.  NOISES BY DOGS.


No person shall keep, harbor or maintain any dog in violation of the provisions of Section 20:3-13e of these Revised General Ordinances, relating to prohibited noises. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-10)
6:1-11.  PERMITTING DOGS TO COMMIT NUISANCE PROHIBITED. 


a.
No person, having the right to prevent such act, shall knowingly, carelessly or negligently permit any dog to commit any nuisance in, on or upon any of the places or premises specified in this section. Nor shall any such person omit to do any reasonable and proper act or to take any reasonable and proper precaution to prevent any such dog from committing any such nuisance in, on or upon any of the places or premises.


b.
For the purposes of this section, dog nuisances shall not be permitted in, on or upon the following places and premises;


1.
Any sidewalk of any public place, street, avenue, park, public square or place in the City;


2.
The floor of any multi-family dwelling which is used in common by the tenants thereof;


3.
The fences or lawns of any premises;


4.
The walls or stairways of any building abutting on a public street, avenue, park, public square or place;

7.
The roof of any multi-family dwelling used in common by the tenants thereof;


(R.O. 1966 § 6:1-11)

CROSS REFERENCE:  For additional provisions in these Revised General Ordinances prohibiting certain activities by dogs as nuisances, see Section 16:15-1a., 9.
6:1-12.  FAILING TO REMOVE PET SOLID WASTE PROHIBITED.
[6]

a.
It shall be the duty of all owners and keepers of a pet to immediately remove and properly dispose of their pet's solid waste deposited on any property, public or private, not owned or possessed by that person.


b.
Owners and keepers must place the pet solid waste in a designated waste receptacle, or other suitable non-leaking container and discard it in a refuse container regularly emptied by the municipality or other refuse collector or, disposal into a system designed to convey domestic sewerage for the purpose of treatment and disposal.


c.
Any owner or keeper who requires the use of a disability assistance animal shall be exempt from the provisions of this section while such animal is being used for that purpose.


d.
The provision of this Article shall be enforced by any of the following agencies of the City of Newark: the Department of Neighborhood and Recreational Services, the Newark Police Department, or the Department of Health and Human Services.


e.
Except as otherwise provided in this section or required by State law, any person convicted of violating any provision of this section shall be fined in a sum of not more than five hundred ($500.00) dollars, nor less than ten ($10.00) dollars.
(R.O. 1966 C.S. § 6:1-18.1; Ord. 6 S+FI, 5-17-06

6:1-13.  ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER CONTRACTS FOR IMPOUNDING OF DOGS; AUTHORITY OF POLICE. 


a.
The Council shall have the power to appoint one (1) or more Dog Wardens, or to enter into contracts with persons to serve as such Dog Wardens. The Dog Wardens shall catch and impound dogs running at large in violation of the provisions of this chapter or otherwise subject to seizure and impoundment in accordance with ordinance or law.


b.
The Council may enter into the necessary contracts with the Associated Humane Society or similar organizations to provide shelter or board for dogs caught pursuant to this chapter.


c.
Nothing contained in this section, however, shall be construed as limiting the duty or authority of the Chief of Police or of any member of the Police Department to enforce the provisions of this Title VI.

(R.O. 1966 § 6:1-12)

6:1-14.  CERTAIN DOGS TO BE IMPOUNDED.
[7]

The Animal Control Officer shall take into custody and impound or cause to be taken into custody and impounded and thereafter destroyed or disposed of as provided in Section 6:1-15 hereof:


a.
Any dog off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring such dog which the Animal Control Officer or his/her agents have reason to believe is a stray dog;

b.
Any dog off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring such dog without a current registration tag on its collar;

c.
Any female dog in season off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring such dog.


d.
Any dog which is impounded by the City's Animal Control Unit shall require a fifteen ($15.00) dollar transportation fee from the dog's owner prior to its release from the pound. Any unwanted dog which is picked up by the City's Animal Control Unit at the owner's behest shall require a fifteen ($15.00) dollar transportation fee from the owner prior to its transport to the pound.

(R.O. 1966 § 6:1-13; Ord. 6 S+FE, 5-2-01 § 1)

6:1-15.  NOTICE OF OWNERS OF IMPOUNDED DOGS; DESTRUCTION OR DISPOSAL. 


a.
If any dog seized pursuant to the preceding section wears a collar or harness having inscribed thereon or attached thereto the name and address of any person or a registration tag, or the owner or the person keeping or harboring such dog is known, the Animal Control Officer shall forthwith serve on the person whose address is given on the collar, or on the owner or the person keeping or harboring such dog, if known, a notice in writing stating that the dog has been seized and will be liable to be disposed of or destroyed if not claimed within seven (7) days after the service of the notice.


d.
Any impounded dog which is affected with an incurable or contagious disease may be destroyed at once.

(R.O. 1966 § 6:1-14)

CROSS REFERENCE:  Diseased dogs are prohibited in the City.  See Section 6:1-5 of these Revised General Ordinances. For compulsory report on rabies, see Section 16:2-12 of these Revised General Ordinances.

6:1-16.  ENTRY UPON PREMISES TO SEIZE DOGS. 


Any officer or agent authorized or empowered to perform any duty under this chapter is hereby authorized to go on any premises to seize for impounding any dog which he or she may lawfully seize and impound, when such officer or agent is in immediate pursuit of such dog, except upon the premises of the owner of the dog if such owner is present and forbids the same. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-15)

ARTICLE 2 Dog Licenses and Registration Tags

6:1-25. COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER REQUIRED. 


No person shall keep or harbor any dog in the City except in compliance with the requirements of this chapter. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-19)

6:1-26. LICENSE REQUIRED. 


No person shall keep or harbor any dog without first obtaining a license therefor, to be issued by the official designated to license dogs upon application of the owner and payment of the prescribed fee. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-20)
6:1-27. REGISTRATION TAGS. 


Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a dog of licensing age shall in the month of January of each year, and annually thereafter, apply for and procure from the official designated to license dogs a license and official metal registration tag for each such dog so owned, kept or harbored, and shall place upon each such dog a collar or harness with the registration tag securely fastened thereto. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-21)

6:1-28. TIME OF APPLICATION FOR LICENSE AND REGISTRATION OF NEWLY ACQUIRED DOGS. 


The owner of any newly acquired dog of licensing age shall make application for license and registration tag for such dog within ten (10) dogs after such acquisition. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-22)
6:1-29. TIME OF APPLICATION FOR LICENSE AND REGISTRATION OF DOGS ATTAINING LICENSING AGE. 


The owner of any dog which attains licensing age shall make application for license and registration tag within ten (10) days after such dog attains such age. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-23)

6:1-30. TIME OF APPLICATION FOR LICENSE AND REGISTRATION OF DOGS NEWLY BROUGHT INTO THE CITY.
[8][8]

a.
Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the City any dog licensed in another State for the current year, and bearing a registration tag, and shall keep or permit such dog to be kept within the City for a period of more than ninety (90) days, shall immediately apply for a license and registration tag for each such dog, unless a license for such dog is not required as provided in Section 6:1-46.


b.
Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the City any unlicensed dog and shall keep or permit such dog to be kept within the City for a period of more than ten (10) days, shall immediately apply for a license and registration tag for each such dog, unless a license for such dog is not required as provided in Section 6:1-46. (R.O. 1966 § 6:1-24)

ARTICLE 5 Vicious and Potentially Dangerous Dogs
[10][10],
[11][11]
6:1-61. DEFINITIONS.


As used in this Article:


Fighting shall mean the fighting or baiting of a living animal.

Person shall mean any person, corporation, partnership or other association.


Potentially dangerous dog shall mean any dog or dog hybrid declared potentially dangerous by a Municipal Court pursuant to Section 6:1-66 below and N.J.S. 4:19-23.


Vicious dog shall mean any dog or dog hybrid declared vicious by a Municipal Court pursuant to Section 6:1-65 below and N.J.S. 4:19-22.
(R.O. 1966 § 6:1-1; Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-1)

6:1-62. SEIZURE AND IMPOUNDMENT OF DOG BY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER; GROUNDS.


An Animal Control Officer shall seize and impound a dog when the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the dog:


a.
Attacked a person and caused death or serious bodily injury as defined in N.J.S. 2C:11-1(b) to that person;


b.
Caused bodily injury as defined in N.J.S. 2C:11-1(a) to a person during an unprovoked attack and poses a serious threat of harm to persons or domestic animals;


c.
Engaged in dog fighting activities as described in N.J.S. 4:22-24 and N.J.S. 4:22-26 and Section 6:1-61 above; or


d.
Has been trained, tormented, badgered, baited or encouraged to engage in unprovoked attacks upon persons or domestic animals.


The dog shall be impounded until the final disposition as to whether the dog is vicious or potentially dangerous. Subject to the approval of the Municipal Health Officer, the dog may be impounded in a facility or other structure agreeable to the owner. 

(R.O. 1966 § 6:1-9; Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-2)

6:1-64. FINDING TO DECLARE DOG VICIOUS; GROUNDS.


a.
The Municipal Court shall declare a dog vicious if it finds by clear and convincing evidence that the dog:


1.
Killed a person or caused serious bodily injury
[12][12] as defined by N.J.S. 2C:11-1(b) to a person; or


2.
Has engaged in dog fighting activities as described in N.J.S. 4:22-24 and N.J.S. 4:22-26 or in Section 6:1-61 above.


b.
A dog shall not be declared vicious for inflicting death or serious bodily injury as defined by N.J.S. 2C:11-1(b) upon a person if the dog was provoked.  The municipality shall bear the burden of proof to demonstrate that the dog was not provoked.


c.
If the Municipal Court declares a dog to be vicious, and no appeal is made of this ruling pursuant to N.J.S. 4:19-25 or Section 6:1-66 below, the dog shall be destroyed in a humane and expeditious manner, except that no dog may be destroyed during the pendency of an appeal.

(Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-4)

6:1-65. FINDING TO DECLARE DOG POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.


a.
The Municipal Court shall declare a dog to be potentially dangerous if it finds by clear and convincing evidence that the dog:


1.
Caused bodily injury as defined by N.J.S. 2C:11-1(a) to a person during an unprovoked attack, and poses a serious threat of bodily injury or death to a person, or


2.
Killed another domestic animal, and


(a)
Poses a threat of serious bodily injury or death to a person; or


(b)
Poses a threat of death to another domestic animal, or


3.
Has been trained, tormented, badgered, baited or encouraged to engage in unprovoked attacks upon persons or domestic animals.


b.
A dog shall not be declared potentially dangerous for:


1.
Causing bodily injury as defined in N.J.S. 2C:11-1(a) to a person if the dog was provoked, or


2.
Killing a domestic animal if the domestic animal was the aggressor.


For the purposes of paragraph a., 1. of this section, the municipality shall bear the burden of proof to demonstrate that the dog was not provoked.

(Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-5)

6:1-66. ORDER AND SCHEDULE FOR COMPLIANCE FOR POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOG; CONDITIONS. 


If the Municipal Court declares the dog to be potentially dangerous, it shall issue an order and a schedule for compliance which, in part:


a.
Shall require the owner to comply with the following conditions:


1.
To apply, at his/her own expense, to the official designated to license dogs, for a special municipal potentially dangerous dog license, municipal registration number, and red identification tag issued pursuant to N.J.S. 4:19-30 and Section 6:1-72 below. The owner shall, at his/her own expense, have the registration number tattooed upon the dog in a prominent location. A potentially dangerous dog shall be impounded until the owner obtains a municipal potentially dangerous dog license, municipal registration number, and red identification tag;

2.
To display, in a conspicuous manner, a sign on his/her premises warning that a potentially dangerous dog is on the premises. The sign shall be visible and legible from fifty (50) feet of the enclosure required pursuant to paragraph 3. of this subsection;


3.
To immediately erect and maintain an enclosure for the potentially dangerous dog on the property where the potentially dangerous dog will be kept and maintained, which has sound sides, top and bottom to prevent the potentially dangerous dog from escaping by climbing, jumping or digging and within a fence of at least six (6) feet in height separated by at least three (3) feet from the confined area. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall securely lock the enclosure to prevent the entry of the general public and to preclude any release or escape of a potentially dangerous dog by an unknowing child or other person. All potentially dangerous dogs shall be confined in the enclosure or, if taken out of the enclosure, securely muzzled and restrained with a tether approved by the Animal Control Officer and having a minimum tensile strength sufficiently in excess of that required to restrict the potentially dangerous dog's movements at a radius of no more than three (3) feet from the owner and under the direct supervision of the owner;


b.
May require the owner to maintain liability insurance in an amount determined by the Municipal Court to cover any damage or injury caused by the potentially dangerous dog. The liability insurance, which may be separate from any other homeowner policy, shall contain a provision requiring the municipality in which the owner resides to be named as an additional insured for the sole purpose of being notified by the insurance company of any cancellation, termination or expiration of the liability insurance policy.

(Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-6)

6:1-69. RIGHT TO CONVENE HEARING FOR SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS OF DOG.


If the Municipal Court finds that the dog is not vicious or potentially dangerous, the Municipal Court shall retain the right to convene a hearing to determine whether the dog is vicious or potentially dangerous for any subsequent actions of the dog.  (Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-9)

6:1-70. DUTIES OF OWNER OF POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOG.


The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall:


a.
Comply with the provisions of this Article in accordance with a schedule established by the Municipal Court, but in no case more than sixty (60) days subsequent to the date of determination;


b.
Notify the licensing authority, local Police Department or Force and the Animal Control Officer if a potentially dangerous dog is at large, or has attacked a human being or killed a domestic animal;


c.
Notify the licensing authority, local Police Department or Force, and the Animal Control Officer within twenty-four (24) hours of the death, sale or donation of a potentially dangerous dog;


d.
Prior to selling or donating the dog, inform the prospective owner that the dog has been declared potentially dangerous;


e.
Upon the sale or donation of the dog to a person residing in a different municipality, notify the Department and the licensing authority, Police Department or Force, and Animal Control Officer of that municipality of the transfer of ownership and the name, address and telephone of the new owner; and


f.
In addition to any license fee required pursuant to law, pay a potentially dangerous dog license fee to the municipality as provided in Section 6:1-72 below.

(Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-10)

6:1-71. VIOLATIONS BY OWNER; PENALTIES; ENFORCEMENT; SEIZURE AND IMPOUNDMENT OF DOG; DESTRUCTION BY ORDER OF COURT.


The owner of a potentially dangerous dog who is found to have violated this Article, or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant thereto, or to have failed to comply with a Court's order shall be subject to a fine of not more than one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars per day of the violation, and each day's continuance of the violation shall constitute a separate and distinct violation. The Municipal Court shall have jurisdiction to enforce this section. An Animal Control Officer is authorized to seize and impound any potentially dangerous dog whose owner fails to comply with the provision of this Article, or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant thereto, or a Court's order. The Municipal Court may order that the dog so seized and impounded be destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. (Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-11)

6:1-72. LICENSING; FEE.


a.
Any person owning or maintaining a dog adjudicated to be potentially dangerous by a Municipal Court shall obtain a potentially dangerous dog registration number, red identification tag and license in accordance with Section 6:1-66 above.


b.
The fee for a potentially dangerous dog registration number, red identification tag and license shall be seven hundred ($700.00) dollars annually, per dog. 

(Ord. 6 S+FE, 9-6-95; § 6:1A-12)

CHAPTER 2 OTHER ANIMALS; FOWL
[13][13] 
6:2-17. SALE OR EXHIBITION OF ANIMALS IN CERTAIN PUBLIC PLACES PROHIBITED.


No person shall expose, exhibit or display in any public street, sidewalk or highway within the City, in any public ground or public access areas of single family or multi-family residential dwellings including but not limited to the entranceway, lobby, hallway, laundry room, attic, basement or porch areas in the City, any horse, sheep, swine, goat, cow, calf, cattle, boa constrictors or other types of snakes or reptiles which pose a threat of serious bodily injury or death to a person or other domestic animals.  (R.O. 1966 § 6:2-13; Ord. 6 S+FB, 11-20-95; Ord. 6 S+FA, 4-15-98)

ARTICLE 4 Rabbits and Fowl

6:2-28. "FOWL" DEFINED.


As used in this Article:


Fowl shall mean pigeons, chickens, ducks, geese or other fowl.  (R.O. 1966 § 6:2-19)
 6:2-29. COMPLIANCE WITH ORDINANCES.


No rabbits or fowl shall be kept within the City except in accordance with the requirements of this Article. (R.O. 1966 § 6:2-20)

�[2]Editor's Note: For State Statute authorizing a municipality to restrict animals from running at large, see N.J.S. 40:48-1.


�[3] Editor's Note: For State law relating to rabies, see N.J.S. 26:4-78 et seq. See also "The State Sanitary Code" of the State Public Health Council, Chapter III relating to importation and quarantine of certain animals, including dogs.


�[5] Editor's Note: For State Statute authorizing the destruction of unmuzzled dogs after issuance of a proclamation and the appointment of dog killers, see N.J.S. 26:4-90 et seq.


�[6] Editor's Note: See Title XV for administration and regulation of solid waste, generally.


�[7] Editor's Note: For State Statutes authorizing the impounding of dogs, see N.J.S. 4:19-15.16 and N.J.S. 40:48-1.


�[8][8]Editor's Note:  License in one (1) municipality within the State to be accepted in other municipalities. N.J.S. 4:19-15.3. Dogs brought into this State must be accompanied by a health certificate. See State Sanitary Code, Chapter III, Regulation 1.


�[10][10]Editor's Note:  This subject was previously enforced by a similar title "Pit Bull Ordinance," which was adopted by Ord. 6 S+FL, 9-20-89.


�[11][11]Editor's Note: For State law relating to liability for personal injury caused by dog bite, see N.J.S. 4:19-16.


�[12][12]Editor's Note: For State law relating to liability for personal injury caused by dog bite, see N.J.S. 4:19-16.








